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Ali Khan sent eight thousand men under one Zulfikar Bog
to drive away Khanderao Dabhade and destroy his block-
houses. But the general had neither the skill nor the men
to achieve his purpose. Khanderao Dabhade who had
between eight thousand and nine thousand veteran troopers
and six or seven thousand local levies met Zulfikar Beg
near the edge of the Baglan forest. Zulfikar Beg instantly
attacked him. The Marathas dispersed on all sides into
the wooded hills, Zulfikar Beg divided his army into
small parties so as to pursue them. When the Moghuls
had penetrated deeply into the mountains, detachments of
Marathas closed the paths behind them; Zulfikav Bog waw
slain and his entire force either killed or taken. Hussoiu
Ali Khan attempted to avenge Zulfikar Beg by sending
a largo army under his minister Raja Mohkan: Sing to
Guzarat. At the same time IK* sent another force under
his own brother Sarfuddin Ali Khan to support him.

Khanderao Dabhade was too wary a aoldior to fight at
a disadvantage. He clung to rtouth Guzarat by means of
his chain of forts which the Moghuls failed to lake and
successfully declined a general engagement. Hussein Ali
Khan's ill success against Dabhade was learnt by the
emperor with great satisfaction, Farukhsir wrote privately
to various Maratha leaders, urging them to make war
without respite on his own viceroy. The Maratha leaders
were only too willing to comply witli the emperor's request
and broke the truce that they had more or less observed
since Shahu's accession, Everywhere in the Moghul
possessions in the south appeared bands of horsemen,
who with justice announced that they were acting for the
emperor. Hussein Ali Khan had no alternative but to buy
off the Marathan on their own terms.

He sent as his ambassador to Shahu's court at Satara
a Deshasth Brahman named Shankar Malhar. He had
been a clerk under Shivaji and had been appointed Pant
Sachiv by Raja Ram; but he had been removed from that
office by Tarabai. He had then joined the Moghul service
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